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PXGUINSIOIN NEWS" Silael 


Meeting 6th July - "Piscatorial Picturalizations" 
Dr. I. llarrap. 

Meeting 3rd August - "Natural tlistory Photography" 

Mr. A. Hartup. 
Excursion 8th July - "Marine Science Laboratories, Queens-— 

cliff" 

Excursion 5th August - "iiillcerest Uncommitted Area" 

Miss Jl. Burgess. 
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President: Miss H Burgess 3122710 Meetings, as spacified, ore held In the Art 
; A t Building of the School of Mines ond Industries, 
Sec lelaly, Miss J Binns 323670 Lydiord Street cath PS IEcey eat Macro 
reasurer: Mrs F Williamson 327631 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Editors: Mr G Binns 323670 CROCKERS, Cnr, STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 


BALLARAT, .AT 9.30 om FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS. 


Mr L Fink 052 861319 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 
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The Hon. Rod. Mackenzie delivered the annual 
lecture to a large and appreciative audience at St. 
Pauls Hall on June 2. 

As Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands; 
Mr. Mackenzie's comments on the topic "Conservation 
~ Conflict on Compromise" provided information of 
relevance to a number of topical issues. 

The Minister favoured the amalgamation of four 
Governmental departments: (Planning, Environment, 
Conservation and Forests and Lands) into two as a 
means of providing more efficient public land man- 
agementand assisting in a coordinated approach to 
research and resource use planning. However this 
meant handling a portfolio from National Park pol- 
icy to the trapping of wild dogs! 

Since Conservation first became a real issue in 
the 1960's it has meant different things to differ- 
ent people —- to some it is a threat to be resisted, 
to others it is the only hope for survival of the 
Planet. | 

His view of Conservation is - "The management of 
human use of our environment, so that it may yield 
the greatest sustainable benefit to present gener~ 
ations, while maintaining its potential to meet the 
needs and aspirations of future generations — thus 


conservation is Positive, embracing preservation, 
maintenance, sustainable utilization, restoration 


and enhancement of the natural environment", 


Conservation and developement cannot co-exist in 
all cases, and often lead to conflict in the conmm- 
unitye There is a need for public education and 
participation to achieve assessment and concensus 
in decision making. Mr Mackenzie hoped that appr- 
opriate structures, such as @ State Conservation 
strategy, would help to achieve this. 

There is a need for environmental and social assess 
-ment to provide a balance between conssrvation 
and developement in the decision making process. 
Not all conflicts can be resolved by compromise, 
and the Government must take hard decisions in some 
cases to to favour one interest over another. 

Field Naturalists,he believes, have a role to play 
in the resolution and avoidance of conflicts.-— 
"Public education and participation are vital to 
achieving informed decision making. You are very 
important as far as I am concerned, as far as the 
Government is concerned." 

"only through a combination of proper planning 
and public involvement by such groups in decision 
making can conflict be pre-empted and avoided." 

The Government has spent money buying Public 
Lands and creating new Parks. 

The Conservation strategy is something that 
Field Naturalists Clubs should be happy with, about 
ho% of Victoria is: Public Land. 
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To all members who willingly helped to make the 
sixth Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture a success, 
I give my grateful thanks. This annual occasion 
has become a social reunion for many of the reg— 
ular attenders. ‘ 
The weather had a dampening effect on members a 
on the 3rd. of June. Only three members met Cynthia | 
in the iorning at the Linton Block. Our 
enthusiasm was not dampened by the drizzle, we 
were soon working ,warm,and rewarded with some 
sunshine. 
The few blackberries were beyond us because of 
size, so we tackled the rabbit problem. Armed 
with pellets,newspapers, shovels and spades 
we attacked the mullock heaps where 
were elaborate — so many "doors" ta 


the warrens 


escape from us 
humans: We did see two "escapees." 


Two more members joined us before the barbeque 
Junch at the Knights and we thank Mr. Knight for 
preparing the barbeque, for the warmth of his 
Hospitality and his home. Alice could not be with 
us, but we enjoyed the welcome soup prepared | 
by her ~- thank you Alice. . 
After Lunch two more members arrived so the 
work was soon completed. It was not all work as 
we had time to look at the birds (mostly thornbills 
and wrens), numerous fungi, and the flowers. 


The Correa reflexa plants though small were 
Flowering well, four plants of a spreading wattle 
(Acacia genistifolia) were covered in pale yellow 
balls. The peach heath (Lissanthe strigosa) were 
showing pink buds, almost ready to burst, as were 
the common beard heath, (Leucopogon virgatus)- 
even With the odd flower. Patches of nodding 
greenhoods (Pterostylis nutans) were well advanced 
with many buds showing. 

It promises to be an early and colourful spring 
in the bush, because of the evidence of profilic 
. pudding. Is it due to the good rains we had 
after the period of drought? 

Have you been to the Linton block? It is worth 
a visit to see the unique stand,:for our area, 
of the black sheoaks (Casuarina littoralis). 
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When travellingih Western Australia at the turn 
of the Century May Vivienne was asked to read an 
essay written by a schoolboy at Lawlers(now Agnew) 

Miss Vivienne said, "Ihave met many people who 
know as: little of the Kangaroo." x 

The essay.-"The Kangaroo is a quadruped, only 
two of his feet is only hands. He is related to 
the flea family and jumps like them. He is Austr 
alian by birth and has a watch-pocket to carry 
his children in. His tail is his chief support. 
There is two kinds of Kangaroos — tut they are 
mostly males and females and live on grass, cabb- 


age and currant buns. The Kangaroo is good for— 
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making soup and bootlaces and putting in zoos: 
sometimes he is given to the "roi" family to rep 


Se He oe ES PS ee ne Peet ee ee Sey meee See eng Pane Soe 


A sign on the counter of the Laverton Post Office 
Western Australia 

THE WILD TURKEY ( Australian Bustard) is a friend 
and ally. 
ALIVE: 

He's one good guy — a mobile grasshopper 
destruction unit. AS a sideline he mops up 
beetles and his: diet varients are seeds and 
berries. 

DEAD: 

He's; just food for scavengers. And remember 
this - the immediate penalty for knocking off a 
turkey is trifling, a mere #400 and a confiscation 
of your firearms. The REAL penalty must be paid 
later by the whole community, in the cost of 
Waging war on the turkey's food. 


Some notes on the Eastern Barred Bandicoot 
(Perameles gunnii) 

With its three or four bars on its hindquarters 
The Eastern Barred Bandicoot is; one of the most 
conspicuously marked of the Peramelids. Of the 
native mammals that prefer a grassland habitat, 
it is one of the few to have survived European 
settlement of south eastern Australia. It is widéiy 


. 


distributed in Tasmania, but its mainland range 
has been drastically reduced to relic colonies 
near Hamilton. Fossils have been reported from 
the southeast of south Australia and from Bass 
Strait islands. 

In Tasmania it flourishes near areas of pastoral 
development. In Victoria near Hamilton it surv—- | 
ives in suburban gardens and open grassland — now 
mostly improved pasture —- developed on the basalt 
soils. The availability of shelter is an import- 
ant determinant of local distribution. 

The forefeet are armed with long claws, used to 
dig shallow, conical pits in search of earthworms 
and insects and their lavae. it is an opportunis 
tic feeder, including berries in its diet, it does 
avoid some abundant invertibraes, Sufficient 
water may be obtained from it's food. 

They emerge at dusk, it forages with several 
peaks of activity during the night. It usually 
moves at a rapid gallop or bound using all four 
feet, and can clear well over 1m in a single leap. 

It builds a grass nest to sleep in; snuffles, 
squeaks and hisses are its main vocalisation. 
Males are larger than females, have a longer tooth 
row and larger canine teeth. 

In Tasmania breeding occurs through most of the 
winter, spring and summer. Captive Victorian 
Bpecimens have bred in all Seasonss 

Litters are from 1-5 but usually 2-3. Gestation 
is about 12 days. Females breed at 3-35 months, 


7 


males at 4-5 months. Young animals disperse at 
independence 3-5 months after birth. The males 
show some aggression but interactions tend to be 
avoidedo 

A population density of about 8.5 ner hectare 
is reported from Tasmania but no comparable infor 
mation is available for Victotia. The absence 
of the Fox may be significant in Tasmania. 

The Bastern Barred Bandicoot is legally pro- 
tected throughout its range. No specific reserves 
have been set aside for it in Victoria but the 
municipal reserves in Hamilton provide some 
refugee 

In Tasmania, because of its sound status and 
wide distribution, including several National 
Parks and conservation areas its future seems 


assured.s 


We acknowledge The Australian Museum Book for 
the above noteso 


W.V.F.N.CG.A. Campout and General Meeting 
The meeting will be held at the Kulki Kulki 
Scout Camp at Wood Wood on the murray riverg 
40th - 12th August: This; is to be hosted by 
the Mid Murray, Naturalists Research Truste 
Accomadation at Kulki Kulki Scout Camp 
Dormitory (6 to 20 people in each) $2.50 per 


person per night, matresses provided. Bring 
your own pillows, linen, blankets, eats and 


eating gear. There is room for a few caravans 


and tents 


